loudspea

owers & Wilkins has, over the
past few vears, been dl:'li'.-'t'nng
lowdspeaker models cleardy
designed to work well with
modermn display equipment.

’ Essentially che challenge is o
reduce the size of the speakers so that they can
be placed nearer to plasmas and LCDs withour
poking out from the wall, With the VM6
|1'IIII-[\|K':I|'G".'I~. B&W has achicved jusc this,

E

Iipment

As supplicd, this system consiszed of five VMG
|fr|]d.‘.pr.:k|'n. one PV subwooler and two
HAoarstands oo suie the :.mm,hpu:akcrs. The VM6
speakers cost $599 each, the PV1 subwoofer
S2200, and the combined price here omits the
cost of the Boorstands (5449 for 2 P,q:ir'l.

Each YM6 loudspeaker carries a single

m dome
tweeter, and a 130mm Kevlar cone bass/mid-
range driver. These are placed in a long, flattish
pancl of a .«p-micﬂ enclosure — norwithstand-

25mm “Naurilus' tube loaded alur

ing thar they are bass reflex loaded — that
rall, 180mm wide and only
A wall-mounring bracker and

stands GO0
105mm Lir!_'|

a deskrop stand are supplicd with each unit.
& >P'<:l:iri|:.i their impedance ar ._-:gjﬂ ohms,
their power handling ar 100% and their fre-
quency response s 55Hz wo 22, 000Hz (+3d4B).

The subwoafer is B&YW s padical V1,
the ‘P'V" standing for *Pressure Vessel’, Thar's
because the enclosure is a near-spherical alu-
minium construction with no hales whiatsoever,
On horizentally opposite fces of this are two
200mm mica/aluminium long-throw drivers,
'1I|11."‘-l.‘ hﬂ'\-"l-" 1o do a lon ::-r' work m avercome the
internal resistance to their movement, given the

saled and small nature of the enclosure, so a
SO0W power amplifier is included.

Be a lirdle carcbul with placement of this
unusual subwoaoler. The drivers are fully
l.'ﬂ".l&'L‘d and there are no b'_fiHl;'\. to cover them.
Dramage is almost inevitable if it s placed in a
well-trafficked area.

B&W rates the subwoofer's Ireltu.ru-: ¥
response at 21 Hz to 110Hz +3dB, with the
-6dB point ar 18Hz.

Performance

Inside each VMG carvon vou find the speaker,
along with an accessory box., Inside the
accessory box is the stand, In bits. And the
wall bracket. In bies. So it looks like a bic of
CONSTrUCTIOn (o Llrl-i-:rga here, in JiLrT because
these speakers don't actually connect dire tly
ta your speaker cables. In fact our firss speaker

tocrk abour five minues to pun |:1|!.5¢_-|.||..-.-_ the
rest significancly less, Each speaker has a pair
of bare metal posts recessed into the area of the
cabinet shaped for the insertion of the stand
post. A device slides over these two prosts, and
on the other side has two I_[ru|1'“::'|_-|JL-ni|.-_|.||.|h-.i

receprors for your speaker cables. So vou screw

vourr cables to this, and :'ih.l.!; this into the posts,

Although it seems there's a d.m];;-r ol reversing

polarity, norches inside the aluminium Ut

make that almiost |.:|1E1|_u1.'|h|4.-_ particularly if the
instruction diagrams are carefully followed.
These speakers are obviously intended o
please dr."l.'ili-lil'r'irl.;‘_-; users who may F.'u:nilrln. be
less rechnically inclined than dhe average AV
enthusiase, Does this |||.'u':1_'|| cthos lead o
compromised performance? How did it sound?
Very __'['_11\.'.||.|. we reckon. The PV subwooler
was extraondinarily E1|m.|_-r|'|.||_ and had excellent

bass extension, Ihl.lnll!'lll with a Eu'.ll. MOLT ST
decibels up) at around 70Hz; if vour receiver
has EC), you might allow it to operate.
lgnoring this peak, the response was 17.4Hz
to 128Hz (£64B), and aside from tha Puji;
the whale signal was clean, fast and tight: the
subwoofer sounded as good with music as with
LFE from movies,

Location, location, location! Thads all
importane with all ]l:.llll.l.-|lr.|l|.r| %, and no less
so with the VMB units. On their stands in
IIII.' CUsTOmary rest location — a Huud megre
forward of the rear wall — they lacked impacr.

Bur these are décor-friendly designs. specified
for use against the rear wall, nor a metre away,
Repaositioned, they suddenly had punch, with
a sound really quite exeraordinary for speak-
ers based around one tweeter and one small
h-155|'|1|il|ri11;L' driver. There were some limira-
tions, The voicing scemed very smooth, the
rl'l'.lri of cvmbals less Ii:.-'-l“ than with comparable
speakers. Suill, chis made the speakers scem, if
anything, nicely refined. 5o when de aling with
a company as experigneed in the art of building
Il'“l.'!ni.‘ll.dkl.h as B&W ir’s a led idea 1o pay
attention 1o it '-H;.',".';{':-l:ill!i\. We would recom
mend char you use the mcluded wall brackers

o artach the tl'u_'-.'|L|.-h 1o vour wall

Conclusion

The pictures don't do justice 1o the looks on
offer here these are solid and attractive
speakers thar work wonderfully as a compac
attractively stvled and fine-sounding surround
speaker system o accompany 3 high-qualiny

panel display.

= Subwooter a bit peaky in mid bass
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